Chloral was discovered by Liebreich in 1832, and in 1869 he found that chloral could be decomposed by caustic 
account of its uses for internal purposes that it was made an officinal medicine. About the same time that chloral was added to the British Pharmacopoeia, Dr Keen, Lecturer on Anatomy in the Philadelphia School of Medicine, made some interesting experiments with this substance, and clearly proved that, in addition to its hypnotic effects, chloral was a powerful antiseptic, and, as such, might be used for a variety of purposes. Dr Keen found that a watery solution of the hydrate of chloral formed an excellent antiseptic fluid with which to inject bodies for the dissecting-rooms, and was a good preservative fluid for anatomical specimens. He also tried it as a dressing to wounds, and found it answered exceedingly well. 
